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USS Georgia (SSGN 729)
Wednesday, March 26, 2008

NSB Kings Bay, Ga.
Tour Times: 9-11 a.m.

1-3 p.m.
RSVP: 448-4431 by March 24.

JaxCouncil to Tour USS Georgia,
‘New’ Guided Missile Sub, March 26 

The USS Georgia, last of four Ohio-
class submarines being converted

from a nuclear ballistic missile sub-
marine (SSBN) to a guided missile 
sub (SSGN), will
rejoin the fleet in
Return to Service
festivities March
25-28 at Naval
Submarine Base
Kings Bay, Ga. 

JaxCouncil Navy
League members
are invited to tour this powerful new
conventional weapons platform
Wednesday, March 26. Tours will be
conducted from 9 to 11 a.m. and
from 1 to 3 p.m. RSVPs are necessary
to facilitate base access. Call 448-4431
to sign up.

Like its three sister SSGN conver-
sions (including the USS Florida),
Georgia can provide a covert, quick
response land attack/strike warfare
force prior to establishing sea and 
air superiority. In addition to the
capability of launching up to 154
Tomahawk missiles, SSGNs can carry
up to 66 special operations forces for
sustained, clandestine support from a

mobile offshore platform and provide
enhanced intelligence-gathering.

Georgia, originally commissioned
as a Trident SSBN in 1984, returns in

her new role after
a two-year, $1
billion overhaul.

This ‘hands-
on’ tour offers
JaxCouncil
members and
their guests a
great opportunity

to experience one of our nation’s
front-line seapower assets up close
and personal. When you call to 
RSVP, please specify whether you 
will be attending the morning or
afternoon tour.
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Internationally recognized 
military historian and author 

Richard S. Lowry, who has written 
extensively on the war in Iraq and 
other Middle East conflicts, will 
be guest speaker at the next Navy 
League JaxCouncil Luncheon Series 
meeting, Tuesday, Aug. 16 at the 
Jacksonville Naval Air Station Con-
ference Center (Officers Club).

Mr. Lowry will speak on his latest 
book, New Dawn, The Battles for 
Fallujah, released in May 2010. He 
previously published The Gulf War 

August 2011

Chronicles, Marines in the Garden 
of Eden and US Marines in Iraq: 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

He has also been published in 
Armchair General, Military Magazine 
and The Marine Corps Gazette and 
frequently contributes to military 
websites and blogs. In 2006, Marines 
in the Garden of Eden won the Silver 
Medal for history from the Military 
Writers Society of America.

Registration will commence at 
11:30 a.m. with lunch beginning 
at noon and the program immedi-
ately following. Luncheon cost: $12. 
Guests are welcome and encour-
aged. RSVP to 904-425-5691.

August 16 Luncheon to Feature 
Noted Iraq War Author-Historian

JaxCouncil 
Luncheon 
Meeting

Tuesday, Aug. 16
Registration: 11:30 a.m. 

Luncheon & Program - Noon 
Cost: $12 

RSVP by Aug. 9 to 425-5691  
or e-mail to  

secretary@vosjax.com

Richard S. Lowry

November 2011

Author Col. Will Merrill Jr.
To Address WWII Luncheon

for validation).
     Col. Merrill 
was gradu-
ated from the 
U.S. Military 
Academy in 
1958. Over 
his 41-year 
career, our 
speaker 
saw combat 
in Vietnam, 
commanded a Hawk air-defense missile 
battery in Germany, served as operations 
officer for the 2nd Infantry Division on 
the Demilitarized Zone in Korea during a 
period of intense crisis, and was the NATO 
Liaison Officer to Greece at the Greek 
Pentagon in Athens for six years, during 
which he narrowly escaped two assassi-
nation plots. 
     As we commemorate the 70th an-
niversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
Col. Merrill will compare and contrast the 
American response to the two signature 
surprise attacks on our nation...Pearl 
Harbor and 9-11.
     This luncheon is JaxCouncil’s annual 
pre-holiday celebration. All Navy League 
members are welcome and encouraged 
to bring a guest. RSVP by Dec. 5 to 
425-5691 or secretary@vosjax.

World War II
Commemorative

Luncheon
Thursday, Dec. 8

Registration, 11:30 a.m.
Luncheon and program: Noon

Price: $25
RSVP by Dec. 5 to: 425-5691

or e-mail to
secretary @ vosjax.com

Col. Will G. Merrill Jr., U.S. Army 
(Ret.), author of 9/11: Ordinary 

People: Extraordinary Heroes, will 
be guest speaker at the annual Navy 
League JaxCouncil World War II 
Commemorative Luncheon, Thursday, 
Dec. 8, at the River Club. Registration 
will begin at 11:30 a.m., luncheon and 
program at noon.
     In addition to a great lunch and 
speaker, you will enjoy the fantastic 
River Club view of the city from the 
35th floor of the newly renamed Wells 
Fargo (formerly Modis) Building down-
town. Parking is free in the lower level 
garage (bring ticket to the River Club 
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New Member Orientation  
To Precede Aug. 25 Mixer

Everything You Always Wanted to Know About the Navy League will 
be presented at a  special membership orientation beginning at 4 p.m., 
Aug. 25 at Mulligan’s Restaurant at the NAS Jacksonville Golf Course.  

We had an excellent turnout for our June 16 orientation, but many 
of our new members were unable to attend, and we have added more 
since then; so we’ve scheduled a repeat performance. While new Navy 
Leaguers are particularly encouraged to come, ALL JaxCouncil members 
and their guests are welcome. 

The orientation will precede the bimonthly Meet the Fleet Mixer at 5 
p.m., also at Mulligan’s. Because the council will provide refreshments 
for the orientation, please RSVP by phone, 904-425-5691 or e-mail, 
secretary@vosjax.com. 

If you need a base visitor pass for your vehicle, notify VP Programs 
Chuck Tamblyn at cktamblyn@comcast.net no later than Aug. 19.

2011 Calendar
Aug. 16: Luncheon meeting – Speaker: Author Richard Lowry - New Dawn – 
The Battle for Fallujah, noon, NAS Jax Conference Center (Officers Club). 
Aug. 25: New Member Orientation, 4 p.m., Mulligan’s, NAS Jax
Aug. 25: Meet the Fleet Mixer, 5 p.m., Mulligan’s NAS Jax
Nov. 5-6: Centennial of Naval Aviation Blue Angels Air Show / Navy League 
VIP Chalet, NAS Jacksonville
Nov. 10: Salute to Veterans Dinner & George Linville Memorial Drawing, 
6 p.m., Florida Yacht Club

Reminder
Grand Salute to Veterans, Linville

JaxCouncil members and guests enjoyed a great evening, Nov. 9, salut-
ing our nation’s Veterans, paying tribute to a long-time American patriot 

and fund-raising legend, and giving away more than $25,000 in prizes.
     Honored guests for the evening 
were Joann Linville, widow of the 
irrepressible American patriot and 
local fund-raising guru George 
Linville, grandson Christian, and 
close family friends. George’s 
tribute was delivered by his friend 
and colleague John Leenhouts, 
who conducted a surprise “Linville 
auction” for a Ford Riley print, 
donning George’s signature bright 
red sport coat for effect. 
    The final element of the Navy 
League’s tribute to its long-time 
fund-raiser was the unveiling of 
the George Linville Commemora-

tive Coin, struck especially for the event.
     Climax of the evening was the Grand Prize Drawing for 28 prizes. The 
complete list of winners can be seen at www.nljax.com.

Joann Linville and grandson Christian 
drawing winning ticket observed by 
Drawing Coordinator Nick Pulignano.

Save the Date: JaxCouncil Annual Meeting
Jan. 12, 2012, 6 p.m., Florida Yacht Club


